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INTEGRATING READING AND WRITING

 Whatever kinds of writing tasks are assigned to students – research papers, essay exams, reports, journals – these assignments give them a unique and valuable opportunity to learn. Through writing, students can learn to review and reflect upon the ideas they express, can learn to analyze concepts and see their relationships to one another. Unlike conversation, writing creates a visible record that one can ponder, add to, or revise. By challenging students to be analytical and reflective, well-conceived writing assignments deepen their understanding of any field, enabling them to create meaning out of raw data and express that meaning intelligibly to others. 

 Today, there is considerable evidence to show that writing also helps to increase a person’s comprehension of what is read, which justifies integrating reading and writing assignments. In fact, there are several reasons for integrating these two types of tasks. First of all, the two processes are already connected in any course. The students who are reading assigned text material throughout a term will know how much they have assimilated and understood only when faced with the challenge of explaining it in an essay test or take-home writing project. Conversely, the paper or report they write will require the synthesis of material from course readings or reference materials; in order to write a successful paper they must understand what they read.

 Researchers have found correlations between the levels of students’ reading and writing skills, but there is more specific evidence for a positive relationship in the nature of comprehension itself. Comprehension can be defined as the process of relating new information to the stock of knowledge one already possesses. This process is traditionally described in terms of three levels of comprehension: text-explicit, text-implicit, and experiential. On all three levels the writing process can help strengthen a person’s understanding of a text. 

 How does this happen? The text-explicit level involves an understanding of the material on a purely factual, or recall, basis. A text-implicit understanding, on the other hand, involves an ability to infer meanings not explicitly stated in the text.

 The third level of comprehension, the experiential level, involves a personal understanding or application of the material, an understanding which relates the text to a person’s own experience and knowledge, or relates concepts from the texts to other situations. It is at this deepest level that a book or an article becomes meaningful to a student, becomes a vehicle of new insight and discovery.

 Whatever level of comprehension is required of students, writing can be used to help students achieve that comprehension. The act of writing out an answer to a text-explicit question helps to strengthen one’s memory of the material. Writing a response to an experiential-level question helps one connect deeply to a text and understand its significance.

